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Horticulture specialty at Zhejiang A&F University was founded in 2002
and approved successively to be the national characteristic specialty and
advantage major of Zhejiang province in 2007 and 2012 respectively. In 2014
it was included in the “Agriculture and Forestry outstanding talent training
plan” of Ministry of Education. In 2019 the Horticulture major got approval to
be the National first-class professional construction point. There are 39
teachers in Horticulture major, including 7 professors, 15 associate professors,
and 3 teachers in national talent project. Relying on the Zhejiang top class
discipline (Horticulture Science), it has 6 provincial and ministerial-level
platforms such as the Cooperative Innovation Center for Efficient and Green
Agricultural Production in the Mountainous area and 26 off-campus internship
bases for college students. Horticulture specialty make full use of the

advantages of national leading industries, including mountain vegetables,



export vegetables, characteristic fine fruits in south China such as waxberry,
flowers and garden plants, as well as leisure sightseeing gardening. The major
dedicates to cultivate senior applied talents with innovation and pioneering
spirit and ability of horticulture science and technology to meet the demand
for modern horticulture industry. As the employment scope of graduates in
Horticulture major is wide, these undergraduates will further study as graduate
students or find a job in agricultural administration, agricultural extension
center, high (middle) vocational schools, modern horticulture or
biotechnology companies, etc.
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According to the development of efficient ecological horticulture,
Specialty boutique horticulture, intelligent horticulture and healthy
horticulture in Zhejiang Province, as well as the demands of modern
horticultural industry for innovative and entrepreneurial talents, the
Horticulture major aims to “pay more attention to humanities, reinforce the
foundation, widen the aperture, highlight the cross and strengthen the
practice”. The major consistently adheres to foster virtue through education
and construct new agriculture. Furthermore, the major always adheres to the
deep integration of general education and professional education, the effective

integration of basic education and hierarchical and classified training, and the



personalized training of students. An integrated course system with
“Knowledge—Ability-Quality” and “pre-production-production-post-
production” has been formed. In this system, “classroom teaching, production
practice, scientific research, and industrial-guided chain” are interconnected,
the theoretical teaching, professional training, social practice, innovation and
entrepreneurship education are also organized together. At the same time, the
Horticulture major also cultivates the professional ability and sense of social
responsibility of students, enables them to have profound basic scientific
theory, humanistic quality and international vision, and promotes their

all-round growth in morality, intelligence, physique, beauty and labor.
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Horticulture specialty aims to train students with an all-round development of
morality, intelligence, physique, beauty and labor, as well as ecological
civilization consciousness, physical and mental health, and strong sense of
social responsibility. Students will have a relatively complete knowledge
system of modern biological science, systematically master the basic theory,

knowledge and skills of modern horticulture science, understand the frontier

and future trend of horticulture, and be familiar with the production,



management and service trade process of the whole horticultural industry
chain. The students will also have the humanistic background, knowledge
system, international vision, innovative spirit, entrepreneurial consciousness
and practical ability to adapt to the demand of economic society and modern
agricultural development in the Yangtze River Delta. Students will be trained
into compound applied talents who can be engaged in industries of fruit trees
and vegetables, ornamental horticulture, facility horticulture, urban and rural
greening and maintenance, healthy horticulture, and other related professional
enterprises of modern horticulture science and technology promotion,
industrial development, management, commerce and trade, as well as teaching
and scientific research, and also have the ability of further study or

independent entrepreneurship.
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